4.
Daniel clearly foretold several of the main characters and of the wars between the Seleucid and Ptolemaic successors to Alexander the Great, including Antiochus Epiphanes, Mark Antony, Cleopatra, and Herod the Great (Daniel 11). For wonderful reading, see Philip Mauro's Seventy Weeks of Daniel: a.
Chapter VIII: http://www.preteristarchive.com/MauroArchive/ms-08.html b.
Chapter IX: http://www.preteristarchive.com/MauroArchive/ms-09.html 5.
Daniel's prophecy of 70 weeks of years (490 years) dating from Cyrus' command to rebuild Jerusalem to Messiah the Prince is exquisite in detail. a. Daniel's prophecies are so incredible that pagan skeptics have long scratched for every reason they could find to date Daniel after the events. b.
But there is plenty of manuscript, linguistic, historical, and corroborating evidence to date Daniel in the fifth century B.C., just as he recorded. c.
This prophecy is so specific -timetable, starting event, ending event, and other details -as to deny any rejection. d.
This prophecy was understood by saints in the New Testament, for the message of John the Baptist and Jesus was "the time is fulfilled," and Simeon waited for the kingdom of God. e.
It is said that Christ-hating scribes wondered why the Messiah had not appeared in the early part of the first century as they had expected. f.
The Dead Sea Scrolls by radiocarbon showed Daniel older than 165 B.C. g.
The Septuagint shows Daniel existing before its writing prior to 250 B.C. h.
Josephus believed Daniel was shown to Alexander the Great in 331 B.C. i.
Jewish tradition, the scribes of God's Word, admits it existed in 450 B.C. j.
Ezekiel is accepted as ancient, and it mentions Daniel (Ezek 14:14,20). k.
Recent archaeological discoveries regarding the use of Imperial Arabic and Persian musical instruments during the Babylonian period have destroyed two very popular criticisms of Daniel's early date for writing. l.
For more on this remarkable prophecy and its wonderful fulfillment, see Philip Mauro's Seventy Weeks of Daniel, written in 1921, part one, chapters I-VII: http://www.preteristarchive.com/MauroArchive/ms-wks.html. 6 .
The The apostles treated this predicted event as one of the greatest facts of their ministries (Acts 2:40; I Thess 2:14-16; Heb 10:25; James 5:1-9). c.
Compared to the unbeliever Josephus's eyewitness account, a most reputable Jewish historian employed by the Romans, the fulfilling events and character of Jerusalem's judgment are sufficient evidence by themselves of the divine inspiration of the Bible. d.
For more on this remarkable prophecy and its wonderful fulfillment, see Philip Mauro's Seventy Weeks of Daniel, part two, chapters XII-XVI:
http://www.preteristarchive.com/MauroArchive/ms-09.html.
7.
The origin of the Popes of Rome following the demise of the Caesars was foretold first in 500 B.C. 9.
The heretical and damnable Catholic doctrines of celibacy and prohibition of meat (fish on Friday, etc.) were foretold about 55 A.D. (I Timothy 4:1-3). 10.
The character of modern Christianity is perfectly described in the perilous times of the last days foretold by Paul around 60 A.D., with the information explosion and radio and television charlatan ministers included (II Timothy 3:1-7; 4:1-4). 11.
Paul warned Timothy against "science falsely so called" (I Timothy 6:20) , yet the rise of higher criticism and evolution -so-called sciences based entirely on naturalistic rationalism against God -would not occur for many years. 12.
These examples could be further multiplied and have been by other authors. G.
Consider the examples of prophecy fulfilled within the Bible to prove its divine origin.
1.
The Bible has two sections -the Old and New Testaments. The O.T. was written over a 1000-year period from 1500 to 400 B.C. The N.T. was written over a 60-year period from 30 to 90 A.D. a. The Jews were the most methodical recordkeepers in the world, ever. And they were the most virulent enemies of Jesus of Nazareth, ever. So they would not have allowed any corruption in the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah to facilitate their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. b.
The age of the Old Testament is authenticated by manuscript evidence, historical references, meticulous chronological data, and Jewish testimony that it was written from 1500 to 500 B.C. c.
The age of the New Testament is authenticated by much manuscript evidence and external witnesses by commentators, hymn writers, historians, enemies, Roman officials, and other writers. d.
The 500-year gap between the two testaments validates and magnifies the value of O.T. prophecies fulfilled in the N.T. e.
The historical evidence confirming the Old Testament existed well before the events of the New Testament is sufficient, even to skeptics. f.
It is a given fact the Old Testament as we know it existed well before the birth of Jesus Christ, for there are extant manuscripts and other confirming proof. For this reason, we appreciate the Dead Sea Scrolls.
2.
Abraham knew 400 years early of Israel's exodus from Egypt (Gen 15:13-16).
3.
Jacob prophesied on his deathbed Jesus would come from Judah (Gen 49:10).
4.
Isaiah foretold 200 years before the event how Cyrus would take the impregnable city of Babylon (Is 45:1). This is one of the great prophecies of the Bible, and used by the God of the Bible several times to promote His identity.
5.
David identified the piercing of Jesus hands and feet in 1000 B.C. (Ps 22:16). 6.
Micah named Jesus' birthplace over 600 years before His birth (Micah 5:2). 7.
Isaiah foretold Jesus' virgin birth over 600 years before His birth (Isaiah 7:14), and this was given as a sign to Israel -proof of God's identify and divine power. 8.
Isaiah foretold Jesus being killed with common criminals (Isaiah 53:12). 9.
Zechariah gave the betrayal amount over 500 years before Judas (Zec 11:12-13). 10.
Prophecies similar to these, especially pertaining to the life, death, and character of Jesus of Nazareth, number in the hundreds at least, and are indisputable.
II.
BECAUSE OF ITS WISDOM
A. Does the Bible explain things so much better and earlier than man has explained them and in such a way as to indicate divine authorship? Yes, it does to any sincere reader. B.
The Law of Moses is the most glorious set of laws ever known by man for his profit. 1. Remember that Moses' law was written in a morally depraved world, so the wisdom in it was not derived by analysis or assimilation of other legal systems.
2.
A complete study of Moses' law would be a large undertaking, so we simply list a few examples of that law indicating divine wisdom, equity, and justice. 3.
Self-defense with deadly force was allowed for nighttime intruders, yet revenge for such actions was condemned . And this is clearly stated.
4.
Cities of refuge saved the innocent from revenge or false charges (Nu 35:9-29). 5.
Laws of consanguinity kept the Israelites from incest (Lev 18:6-18; 20:11-21). 6.
There must be two or three witnesses for any capital offense (Deut 17:6; 19:15). 7.
Life begins at conception, and both mother and child were protected from any physical harm prior to birth, even if only a premature birth The philosophy of Ecclesiastes regarding life, man's soul, purpose, wealth, wisdom, works, government, marriage, labor, women, inheritance, entertainment, folly, spending, wine, circumstances, relationships, money, oppression, greed, covetousness, speech, contentment, chance, charity, sobriety, death, and old age among other subjects is superior to any of man's writings. You must consider its profound wisdom, extreme brevity, and powerful clarity; and then consider its incomparable, powerful conclusion. E.
The Bible teaches men to love their wives as their own bodies, for they will receive the greater reward from kindness and love rather than force and cruelty (Eph 5:25-33).
Here is further evidence that the Bible liberates and exalts women more than any book. F.
The simplicity of the New Testament church with its potential for evangelism, personal assistance, flexibility, orderly assemblies, and truth are without peer in any religion. Who can read about creation in Genesis 1 without amazement at its brevity and power? K.
Who can read the contrast of Jesus Christ and Moses' law in Hebrews without realizing it contains the most positive, polemic, persuasive, and political exhortation possible? L.
There has never been a plan of salvation like the one of the Bible. Where else does God die for man in order to save him from certain death? And it is all of grace without works. And yet it provokes the greatest motivation for good works of any system.
IV. BECAUSE OF ITS HISTORY
A. Simple observation of the universe's design, order, and power shows God's existence; but the origin of man is only explained with any reasonableness from Genesis 1-2. 1. The popularity of a "big bang" turning chaotic matter into our beautiful world is nothing more than self-protecting hallucination i.e. The Emperor's New Clothes.
2.
The mutational theory of salamanders choosing to become bald eagles is insane, and it requires no more in the way of refutation than pointing out its nakedness.
Since there is no evidence of its truthfulness, and it is so ridiculously defended, there is no reason to waste time refuting the mere hallucinations of God-haters.
3.
Charles Darwin confused variations in finches with monkeys becoming ladies; not because he wisely proved evolution, but because he was a pagan dreamer; and he died accordingly, doubting most everything and without hope. a.
http://www.answersingenesis.org/docs/1314.asp?vPrint=1.
b.
http://www.crosscurrents.org/darwin.htm.
4.
Muslims think God created Adam from a dried blood clot (Koran 96:1-2).
5.
The only history of our origin making sense is the Biblical account in Genesis, and it is consistent with all scientific evidence. For proof, check these sources: a.
http://www.pathlights.com/ce_encyclopedia/Index.htm.
http://www.christianhomeschoolers.com/creation/main.shtml.
B.
An infinite Creator capable and willing to create immortal souls is easy enough, and man's present condition of slow death due to sin from Genesis 3 is most reasonable. Therefore, the existence of death is only explained adequately by the Bible. 1. Modern pagans must do two things to convince us they are sane -explain the origin of life and the origin of death with scientific proof, reasonable evidence, duplication, or believable authority. Until then, we shall consider them fools.
2.
Forget dealing with death, around death, or about death; tell us its origin, purpose, accomplishment, and its remedy; then we might listen for two minutes. C.
How did man learn to plant, harvest, and process the various grains for the production of food? Obviously, the African and the American Indian, among other cultures, never learned such things. God taught this knowledge to man by inspiration (Is 28:23-29). Do you have a better explanation? What happened to the first twenty generations in your scheme, while they were learning by trial and error how to produce food? D.
The Bible describes a worldwide flood, which is proven by numerous methods, both scientific and historical. Whether the Grand Canyon or oral traditions and legends in many nations, the evidence for the Bible's flood is significant. 
G.
We have a seven-day week, because God gave it to Adam and wrote it in the Bible. a. The hours in a day, the days in a month, and the days in a year are all based on astronomical movements of the sun (from our perspective), earth, and moon. b.
But the only explanation for all nations and languages perpetually observing a seven-day week is based on the creation account and week determination given in the Bible (Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11; 31:17). c.
Noah, being a man who walked with God (Genesis 6:9), brought the seven-day week through the flood. 
VI. BECAUSE OF ITS PLAINNESS A.
The speech of the Bible is direct, plain, powerful, confident, moving, concise, masculine, intelligent, and conclusive. The Bible says more, says it better, and says it in fewer words than any writings of any man. Even pagan literary experts consider the Bible the greatest piece of English literature for most of these same reasons.
Make a comparison of the Bible with the vague generalities of some, the mere opinions of others, the transcendental meditations of others, and the lack of any conclusion of the rest. Is the Koran reasonable? Consider. If Allah is the All-Powerful, then why did He dictate such a shallow book? You don't study the Koran, for there is little to study -it is inconsistent and lacks spiritual depth. Instead Muslims memorize and recite or intone it, because its primary value is the sound of words chanted over and over, rather than the sense of words carefully studied in the light of the whole by spiritual wisdom. F.
The testimony of the Bible about God, man, and life in this world is too consistent with what we observe in the natural creation and our experiences to be merely a human novel. It addresses our needs, hopes, fears, perplexities, and circumstances supernaturally! It addresses the human soul by every literary method with answers. G.
We know we were created by a higher Power, and we can witness this higher Power in the creation ( We must evaluate the effects or results of a prophet or religion apart from these measures, for even a form of godliness (carnal Christianity of the present) will eventually result in lasciviousness and heresy contrary to the doctrine of Christ. 7.
The measure is not mere material prosperity, but rather light and righteousness and holiness, based on morality and knowledge from the doctrine of God. Still, prosperity flowing from righteousness and light is God's blessing, and it was to be observed as the divine stamp of approval upon Israel (Mal 1:1-5; Deut 28:1-14). This principle leads us to examine the borders of nations to witness God's mercy or judgment, yet within the limitations of godly morality and truth. 12.
With 
IX. BECAUSE OF ITS SCIENCE
A. The more we learn about ourselves and our environment through scientific discovery, the more we find the Bible to be a book with astounding advanced knowledge. So true is this the case, we know God wrote it. B.
The Bible knew the earth was round in 700 B.C., when God inspired Isaiah 40:22 to refer to the circle of the earth. C.
The Bible knew the earth hung in space in 2000 B.C., when God inspired Job 26:7 to refer to this very definite feature of the earth. D.
The Bible required the quarantine of those with contagious diseases 3500 years ago (Leviticus 13:45), yet these rules were not followed for the next 3200 years and cost an unknown number of millions of lives. Though now we follow such rules strictly in dealing with contagious diseases. E.
Remember, the greatest scientific and medical wisdom on earth at the time of Moses was the Egyptians (I Kings 4:30; Acts 7:22), who manifested their gross darkness, superstition, and perversion in using excrement, semen, goat urine, and menstrual blood mixed with hyena ear, donkey tail, and ox hooves as cures. Nutritional health in several aspects was dictated in a few words in Psalm 104:14-15.
1. The service of man comes from the field, where we find the basis for nutrition.
2.
Bread makes the heart of man strong, which we now know by its fiber, complex carbohydrates, B vitamins, iron, vitamin E, protein, and other nutrients.
3.
Oil makes his face to shine, for we now know that there are essential fatty acids, which are necessary components of a healthy diet.
4.
Wine makes his heart glad, which is the relaxation created by moderate alcohol consumption.
5.
Some of these health aspects were not discovered / isolated until the last century. J.
Gluttony is strongly condemned, which is one of the great curses of our modern society (Prov 23:1-3,20-21). It is a well-known fact that the single most important dietary change you can make to live longer is to eat less than you desire; yet we live in a nation where the majority of the citizens are obese from our abundance of rich food and gluttonous attitude toward it. K.
The water cycle is clearly taught in Ecclesiastes 1:7 and Amos 5:8. L.
God stated in the Bible that bodily exercise is profitable, which modern medicine has confirmed; it is just not nearly as profitable as spiritual exercise (I Tim 4:8). M.
The Bible limited saturated fat consumption more than 3500 years ago (Lev 3:16-17; 7:23), well before it was known to have deleterious affects on human health. N.
The prohibition of certain kinds of animal food was very wise, especially without proper cold storage and more difficult cooking options (Leviticus 11; Deuteronomy 14). O.
Circumcision almost completely eliminates penis and cervical cancer. Penis cancer is extremely rare among circumcised men, and their wives have cervical cancer at a rate more than 10 times less than uncircumcised men. Remember, God promised to deliver Israel from the diseases of Egypt, if they would keep His laws (Ex 15:26). P.
What is the true origin of species? Why does the whole world reproduce "after its kind" (Gen 1:11-12,21,24-25; 6:20; 7:14)? Dogs can mingle breeds, but dogs and cats cannot produce cogs. Horses can mingle breeds, but horses and cows cannot make corses. If protoplasmic jelly can become a hummingbird (in evolutionary daydreaming), why can't cats and rabbits mate for rats or cabbits? Where did these natural laws come from? And how did the Bible know about them in 1500 B.C.?
Q.
The Bible claims man's body was formed of the dust of the ground (Gen 2:7), and scientific and chemical analysis have shown that the human body is made up of the same sixteen elements found in dirt. Should we be surprised? Nah. Cambridge University Press published a book in 1986 in which Hyman Hartman proposed that our origin occurred with the combination of clay and carbon dioxide. The dust of the earth and God's exhaled breath? ☺ R.
What about the seven stars of Pleiades mentioned in Amos 5:8? Are there seven stars in this constellation, or was the seventh star only recently discovered with the power of telescopes? It is claimed by several sources that only six stars are visible to the naked eye in the constellation Pleiades, yet the Bible admits seven, if we presume that Amos is speaking of Pleiades. So compare Amos 5:8 with Job 9:9 and 38:31. Has this constellation been called the Seven Sisters due to God's revelation of seven stars? S.
Where is the life of the body? It is circulating in the blood, as Leviticus 17:11,14 declared 3500 years ago. It's too bad our first president's doctors didn't know this, for maybe they would not have ignorantly bled him to death for a sore throat. figure out for the profit of our species, which would indicate the author of the Bible is truly God? 1. The family was declared by God from the beginning, and man is still too foolish to recognize its preeminence as the necessary and fundamental social bond. 2.
Parents are to be supported by their children in old age to make welfare foolish. 3.
Restitution (two to seven times the theft), beatings (maximum of forty stripes), mutilation (for bodily injury to others), or death is far superior to prison, which has not and will not ever work for the rehabilitation or deterrence of criminals.
4.
Marriage is superior to casual sex, temporary cohabitation, same-sex unions, etc.
5.
Child discipline is carefully defined and encouraged in the Bible, whereas modern psychologists are lost, losing, and losers when it comes to child training. 6.
Tithing to support the poor is superior to the legalized plunder of welfare states. 7.
Gleaning for the poor requires them to work to support themselves. How wise! DD. We are expected to believe Carl Sagan and other pagan infidels and their unfounded hallucinations and unreasonable hypotheses, but we are deemed foolish to believe the scientifically accurate, historically verified, and reasonable book, the Bible! 1. What arrogance and idiocy on the part of modern educators! They ridicule the notion of the dark ages that the earth was flat, but they exceed that ignorance by a factor of a million to one by believing salamanders chose to become pink pelicans. There is no scientific debate here -they are idiots. We need more children who will cry out that the emperor is naked. Read the story here:
http://www.mostweb.cc/Classics/Andersen/newclothes/.
2.
Car Sagan has no more ability to know the universe is 14,760,500,000 years old than he does to fly to Pluto and back by waving his arms! He can't even establish a single fact about activity in the universe just 7,000 years ago. That is why he and others change their estimates of the universe's age by billions of years at a time. They don't have even a clue as to what they are talking about. 3.
A "big bang" of chaotic matter could no more fashion this earth and life on it with its order, design, beauty, and laws than an explosion at a newspaper factory would result in the Oxford English Dictionary bound and wrapped, or a tornado going through a junkyard would result in a Boeing 747 with pilots! 4.
It takes much more "faith" to believe we came from monkeys than to believe in an infinitely wise Creator god -it takes faith in the idiotic suppositions of dying men who cannot even change their life expectancy in 4000 years. Charles Darwin was an egotistical loser who did not understand variations in finches, so he fantasized that elephants might become hummingbirds to enjoy flight.
5.
One of the very strongest proofs of the It calls hallucinatory theories like evolution "science falsely so called" (I Tim 6:20-21). God knew foolish ideas were coming and condemned them years ago. The Bible knows science; but it also knows science falsely so called, so don't believe everything you hear that our modern speculators call science. 7.
Consider the so-called scientific method. Since we cannot observe the origin of the world, cannot reproduce it in a laboratory, and cannot confirm any human hypotheses of origination, it is far beyond the scientific method of evaluation. Instead of hypotheses from men who barely learn to read before they die, we have evidence and proof about origins in the Bible. We believe the Book that is proven to be God's Word, and so we understand with evidence exactly how all things came to be (Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-3; Hebrews 11:1-3). And without this faith men are unreasonable and to be avoided at all costs (II Thess 3:1-2). Of course, only His elect can know this evidence of the Bible. Any effort at wisdom apart from God's free and sovereign mercy will result in blindness and darkness ). Try it with a regenerated heart, and you will know. B.
X. BECAUSE OF ITS WITNESS
There is also a spirit that moves men internally -the devil -to believe false holy books. Don't think for a minute the advances of the 20 th century brought greater light and deliverance from devils, for it is truly worse (II Tim 3:1-13; Rev 20:7-8).
5.
If you don't think Hindus, Mozlems, and other pagans are moved by demonic spirits, then preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to them. The results will prove the point, for you will have never seen such ferocious irrationality in all your life.
8.
Different literary styles -history, poetry, philosophy, love songs, psalms, prophecy, instruction, personal correspondence, etc. 9.
Several languages used -Hebrews, Chaldean, Aramaic, Greek, etc. 10.
Without collaboration -Paul missed Moses by 1500 years, 11.
Constant progression -patriarchs knew little, prophets more, but apostles much more. Revelation from creation in the beginning to consummation yet to come. 12.
Unified result with a single message -the Bible is consistent in doctrine from beginning to end. C.
The Book of Mormon was written by a vagabond who had a reputation for slothfulness, dishonesty, and the use of peeping stones to find lost tools, hidden treasures, etc. D.
The Koran was collected after the death of a philandering cutthroat from his supposed revelations, yet there is not a single extant manuscript for over 150 years after his death. E.
There is no explanation for how the Bible was collected from such diverse writers over such an extended period of time and collated and collected into one book that would be the best seller for all time past, present, and future.
XIII. BECAUSE OF ITS MORALITY A.
By morality as evidence, we mean the level of holiness and righteousness the Bible teaches, as compared to all the works of man, shows it to be authored by God Himself. B.
For example, the Koran (2:230) requires a divorced woman to marry another man before she can return to her first husband; but the Bible condemns women going back and forth between men in such a lascivious manner (Deuteronomy 24:1-4; Jer 3:1). Is this only personal preference, or does not the Bible clearly excel the Koran in morality? C.
The Koran and Hadith reduce women to slaves or less in comparison to the Bible; and there is not another religion that protects and exalts women, as does Bible Christianity. In spite of the Bible's teaching regarding submission, women are to be protected, honored, exalted, and tenderly loved unlike in any other religion or culture. D.
The Old Testament was written among the most perverse nations on earth with the basest of laws, religions, and governments. They had a morality and philosophy totally different and violently opposed to the Bible. Where did the pure laws of the Bible originate? Did Israel invent them? Did God inspire them? They didn't borrow them. 1. God killed the Canaanites without mercy for their perversity (Lev 18:24-30). 2.
They practiced whoredom, incest, sodomy, bestiality, child sacrifice by fire, insect worship, necrophilia, etc. 3.
Only God could author such morally superior laws in the midst of darkness. E.
The New Testament was written in the middle of the gross ignorance and carnal excesses of the Greek and Roman empires. 1. Corinth was known for such immorality that it gave rise and meaning to a verb "to corinthianize" (Davis Dictionary of the Bible). And Paul makes mention that some of his converts had been whoremongers and sodomites (I Cor 6:9-11).
2.
The Greco-Roman culture approved of abortion, infanticide, and child desertion. 3.
And in spite of being written by uneducated fishermen in several cases, their pure religion has revolutionized the western world with a standard of morality far above human learning and experience. F.
Simply compare the morality of nations where the Bible is freely taught and practiced with those where it is rejected and ridiculed. The difference is significant and obvious. G.
The Bible makes men strong but gentle leaders, women are protected and honored, the old provided for, and the young loved and instructed. What social harmony!
